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claimed that if he had remained and had heard all the discussion, he might have voted differently.
The great majority of the Italian people in general were for neutrality. Mussolini, who always followed the stream, ran true to form in this matter. <c While most of us were attempting to analyse for the workers the origin and meaning of the war, he was hurling epithets and attempting to prove that he was more revolutionary than the Party. . . ."
" The only way/' says Miss Balabanoff, " in which to involve Italy on the side of the Allies was to make the war against Germany appear to be a revolutionary war.. For this the Allies needed a demagogue who knew his revolutionary phraseology and who could talk the language of the masses. Such a man was to be discovered in the person of Benito Mussolini. . . ."
In August, Mussolini was still thundering against the war in Avanti ! But by September there were rumours afloat that in private conversations with some of his friends he had indicated that he was ready to abandon